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Melting Moments – March 2025 
 
Visits and meetings – Diary Dates 
 

• March Wed 19th   Village Green Hotel 
Fluxes and Coatings Graham Wilson 

 
• April Wed 2nd    

Ballarat Gold Mine  Adam Hassell 
 
• May 6th to 9th         

AMW 2025, MCEC Alan Cooke 
 

 
Victorian President’s Report 

Welcome to 2025, another busy start to a new year 
for many with order books growing over the 
Christmas break. 

AFI Victoria has started the year with a blast having 
already hosted our first of the year’s planned events 
- CSIRO LAB 22 tour in February and in March, 
combined with ADCA members, we will host a 
presentation by Avero Pty Ltd on Fluxes and 
Coatings at the Village Green Hotel. As usual, this 
will also be streamed for all who wish to join online. 
Please don’t forget to save the dates in your 
calendar for the rest of the 2025 Program located at 
the end of this Newsletter. 
 
Alan Cooke and I attended the Lost Trades Fair once 
again joining Stuart McCorkell - Heritage Patterns 
and Dave Tatti - Outlaw Castings at the 3-day event 
where we spent time chatting with the many 
interested and engaged visitors about Metal Casting 
and often had crowds 3 and 4 people deep during 
the event. The event runs annually over the Labour 
Day weekend and is without doubt worth a trip for 
the day or make it the whole weekend, to our 
glorious Goldfields region. Apart from the Lost 
Trades fair this area has so much to offer.  
 
In an exciting new development AFI Vic have taken 
the decision to attend Australian  
 

 
 
 
Manufacturing Week 2025 (AMW2025) 6- 9 May 
hosting a booth for the duration. 
Several of our Vic Members, ADCA and a NSW 
member company has committed to support this 
latest initiative to enlighten and engage existing and 
potential new customers to our industry. By doing 
this we will showcase the Australian Metal Casting 
Industry, raising awareness within the Australian 
manufacturing community of the wide-ranging 
capabilities of our metals casting industry and to 
demonstrate that a metal casting can provide an 
economic and technically superior alternative to 
many fabrications and billet machined products 
and components. We are seeking support from the 
industry as a whole – so please keep an eye on your 
email in the coming week.  
 
Amber Maxwell – AFI Victorian President 
 
 
AFI National President’s Report 
 
Welcome to Q1 2025.  Global tensions remain front 
of mind with the continued wars in both Russia - 
Ukraine & Israel – Palestine. However, as 
mentioned last quarter, the biggest tensions are 
being driven by the USA with a new (ish) leader 
adding tariffs, removing them, annexing / wanting to 
buy Greenland & Canada, supporting Russia over 
Ukraine / Europe. At this point the final outcomes in 
relation to tariffs and the flow on to inflation & trade 
impacts is anyone’s guess. The one takeaway that 
appears consistent in the view of ‘experts’ is no-one 
knows what the next verbalized thought bubble will 
be ….. but there will be another and another. 
 
In the domestic setting the most recent CPI data 
has been used by the RBA to cut interest rates. This 
will likely take a while to have a real impact but will 
potentially mollify the mood from the cost-of-living 
crisis reports. Our industry appears to be seeing a 
softening of order books across a number of 
members compared to early 2024 but a slight uptick 
in 2025 compared to the finish of ‘24.  

Casting Industry – 
the career choice for 

makers, creators, 
and innovators 
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AFI National are looking forward to the 2025 
conference planned for October by NSW AFI at 
Darling Harbour. Our membership of EUAA has 
continued giving our members both more detailed 
information and a stronger voice in dealings with 
State & Federal governments. 
Please remember we need to know the issues each 
member is facing to enable the State & National 
bodies to advocate on your behalf, to enable the AFI 
to represent the industry effectively.  
It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the 
passing of Doug Maxwell; a stalwart of our industry 
and a good bloke to boot. Vale. 
In closing I wish everyone a very successful & safe 
2025.  Let’s focus on working with our customers & 
suppliers to make, create & innovate for the health 
of our individual businesses & the industry overall. 
 
Brett Lawrence – AFI National President 

 
 
CSIRO Visit 19 Feb 2025  
 
The Australian Foundry Institute (AFI) has a history 
of collaborating with CSIRO's Clayton facility in 
Victoria. On Wednesday 19th February 2025, over 
50 members and delegates of the AFI Victorian 
Branch visited the CSIRO Clayton Campus to 
witness first-hand the latest in CSIRO Lab22 
research and equipment. 
 

 
 
 
With the CSIRO team present and lead by Geoff de 
Looze, members from AFI and the Australian Die 
Casting Association (ADCA) were captivated by the 
showcased advancements in 3D printing 
technologies, including: 
 
SLM 280 Multi-Material Laser Powder Fusion Bed 3D 
Printer, PX100 Binder 3D Jet Printer with a 1600°C 
sintering furnace , Robotic Additive Manufacturing 

Cell capable of 
producing large metal 
objects used for both 
research and 
commercial purposes.  
 

The visit was followed by 
discussions and light 
refreshments. 
For information on upcoming events or potential 
future collaborations between the AFI and CSIRO 
Clayton, you can visit the AFI's official website or 
contact their Victorian Division. 
 
 
26th Annual Technologists’ Picnic 
Friday 28th February 2025 
Guest Speaker: Adam Hassell, Hasco Foundry 
 
This annual dinner 
meeting is supported 
by members of the 
Australasian Institute 
of Mining and 
Metallurgy, the 
Australian Foundry 
Institute, Materials Australia, Engineers Australia, 
and the Australasian Corrosion Association 
Each year the event is held in the Charlie Napier 
Hotel within the grounds of Sovereign Hill Outdoor 
Museum. 
 
Adam took us through his career as a former 
simulation engineer (12 years) and now applying 
that background to the foundry industry. 
Hasco Foundry, the family business, had humble 
beginnings in the back yard of his grandfather’s 
house where it grew from a hobby foundry into a 
successful business. Fast forward a few decades 
and it now uses Sand 3D printing technology to 
revolutionise the way it produces castings. 
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Hasco has a diverse range of customers ranging 
from defence and automotive to art and restoration.  
The application of 3D sand printing made possible 
the rapid and economic manufacture of a V12 
engine block. 
 
Vale Doug Maxwell 
 

Sadly, in February we 
farewelled one of our 
industry favourites, a legend 
and a character (and yes 
also my father) Doug 
Maxwell.  
His passion and love of our 
industry (and no doubt his 
various antics) will be long 
remembered – Vale Dad.   

“Cheers Knackers” 
 
Full Vale on the page 6. 
 
Apprentice Training 
 
There continues to be a steady appetite from our 
metal casting businesses to employ apprentices. 
With AIE and SkillsTech, we have the training 
organisations (RTOs) that meet the training needs of 
all our employers. 
 
It was with some dismay that we learnt in late Nov 
2024, that the Victorian Govt announced that they 
will not fund new placements across a broad range 
of RTO’s. A flurry of activity in the few weeks before 
the end of year break, was not able to result in a 
change of decision. With funded places quickly 
filling, AIE anticipate that by mid-year any new 
apprentices will need to be full fee paying. 
Efforts will continue to have this short-sighted 
decision reversed before mid-year. You can 
contribute by expressing your concern to your local 
Victorian MP. 
 
 
Jess Wilson MP 
State Member for Kew in the Parliament of Victoria 
Shadow Minister for Finance, Shadow Minister for Economic 
Reform and Regulation and Shadow Minister for Home 
Ownership and Housing Affordability. 
 
As part of the efforts to regain funding for new 
apprentice placements at AIE, Amber Maxwell and 
Alan Cooke on the 25th February met with Jess 
Wilson MP at her Kew Office. Jess is the Shadow 
Minister for Industry and Economic Growth. 
Our aim was to raise awareness of the metal 
casting industry, detail the issues that impact on 
our industry and the actions that we are taking to 

mitigate these issues. Jess was clearly very 
switched on to the issues that impact on 
manufacturing generally, attentive to our concerns 
and keen to arrange a follow up. This latter will be in 
the form of a visit to at least one of our metal 
casting operations and is aimed at giving her direct 
experience of our industry. 
Of itself this meeting will not resolve our issues but 
it may become an important building block that 
ultimately will lead to better outcomes for our 
industry. 
 
 
A History Challenge (David Sykes) 
 

• What is the origin of the name IXL in the 
company Backwell IXL. 

• What came first, the Jam or the Stove. 

 
Australian Open Precinct - Amber Maxwell 
 
I attended the Australian Tennis Open Precinct in 
January and whilst entering there was much 
entertainment creating a truly fabulous atmosphere 
for the day’s events. I saw and heard a fab band 
belting out an Aussie classic - I think it was “Down 
Under” by Men at Work. After a moment of 
appreciation, I continued on with the rest of my 
party, but took a moment to notice the name of the 
band Footscray and Yarraville City Band.  
 
Having  recalled one of our AFI Vic members Stuart 
McCorkelle- Heritage Patternmaking 
https://www.heritagepatterns.com.au/  was in a 
band in the same area,  I circled back, and was 
pleased to see my memory had not completely 
failed me and there he was belting it out on the 
Cornet !  
 
This was the start to what was a brilliant day of 
entertainment and tennis and just another insight to 
another of our very talented AFI members.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FiaB Activity 

https://www.heritagepatterns.com.au/
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As a tool to engage students, the Foundry In a Box 
workshops have a proven track record. 2025 sees 
the continuation of the appeal of these workshops, 
with 5 school bookings already and a further 2 in the 
planning. We’ll again have a presence at the 
Bendigo Lost Trades Fair plus the Tech and Trade Fit 
Expo, which will lead to further school bookings. 
 
With SA and NSW close to having their FiaB kits 
ready for use, the industry has the ability to make 
significant advances in informing a new generation 
of students about the wonderful world of metal 
casting. 
 
 
Australian Manufacturing Week 2025 
https://australianmanufacturingweek.com.au/ 
The Melbourne based AMW2025 from the 6th to the 
9th of May is billed as the largest exhibition in 
Australia. AFI(Vic) saw this as a great opportunity to 
promote the Australian metal casting industry, so 
put the call out to our members to participate. With 
an overwhelming positive response, we made the 
commitment and locked in an exhibitor space. 
 
We will showcase the 3 primary metal casting 
methods (sand casting, die casting and investment 
casting), the range of metal types that we 
collectively cast (Al alloys, Cu base alloys, Ti, cast 
irons and steels), and the technologies that we 
apply to the casting process (3D printing, 
solidification simulation and spectrometry). 
 
With Beckwith Group, IXL Metal Casting, Hasco 
Foundry, AW Bell, ADCA, Quicksand, Spectro and 
Casting Solutions as Exhibitor partners, we are 
extremely confident that we’ll achieve our primary 
objective of showcasing the Australian Metal 
Casting Industry, raising awareness within the 
Australian manufacturing community of the wide 
ranging capabilities of our casting industry and to 
demonstrate that a metal casting can provide an 
economic and technically superior alternative to 
fabrications and billet machined products. 
 
 
Energy Users Association of Australia 
The AFI continue to have membership of Energy 
Users of Australia Association (EUAA). Representing 
the industries and businesses that have high energy 
usage, they have a strong voice with Government on 
advocating for cheaper energy, while also 
supporting zero emissions. The following is taken 
from the Feb 2025 Policy Committees Report – 
 
How will the changing international context impact 
Australia?  

Potentially large with the US / China influence. 
 
What impact will a change in the Fed Govt have on 
energy prices, security and reliability? 
It is not obvious that it will make much difference in 
the short / medium term. 
 
How fast and at what cost can we build the required 
infrastructure? 
Not fast enough and will cost a lot more than either 
party claims for its policy. 
 
What will be the response when the pace of 
construction does not meet the forecast? 
Further coal plant expansions and a range of 
expensive measures to shore up reliability. 
 
Will the consumer social license continue for the 
transition? 
That depends on how much Govt’s subsidise 
taxpayers and generators and whether the lights 
stay on. 
 
How will the politics of rooftop solar be managed? 
Complicated with no easy political solutions. 
 
What is happening with the “renewable energy 
superpower” vision? 
Govt proceeding with large subsidies as it picks 
winners. 
 
If you wish to read the full report, contact me and I 
will forward it (Alan Cooke, agcooke52@gmail.com) 
 
 
Bench Vice Project 
The Bench Vice Project is on again!! A group of 22 
students from Harvester Technical College, 
Sunshine will visit Beckwith Iron and Steel, Coburg 
on Wednesday 30th of April. The students will 
participate in every step of the process of producing 
a set of castings that will become a bench vice that 
they get to keep. 
If you can assist on the day please contact Alan 
Cooke (0427 777 061) asap. 
 
 
Lost Trades Fair, Bendigo 
For the fourth year in a row Heritage Patternmaking, 
Outlaw Castings - with special guest tradesman 
Neil Wellington – Golden City Lace -  and AFI 
Victoria – represented by Alan Cooke and myself, 
attended the Lost Trades Fair. This year’s event was 
again held over the Victorian Labour Day weekend, 
March 8 to 10, 2025, at the Bendigo Racecourse. 
True to form, it was a remarkable celebration of 
traditional craftsmanship and artisanal skills. The 

https://australianmanufacturingweek.com.au/
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event showcased over 150 artisans, each 
demonstrating unique trades and crafts with much 
passion and flair.  
 

Attendees had the 
opportunity to engage with a 
diverse range of craftspeople, 
including blacksmiths, 
toolmakers, silversmiths, 
clockmakers, patternmakers, 
metalworkers and moulders, 
weavers, woodworkers, 
instrument makers, potters, 
leather workers, and tailors.  

 
This year the Metal Casting stand was located with 
the other woodworking, blacksmithing, forgers and 
metal crafters and throughout the bulk of each day, 
from the time the gates opened until an hour or so 
before the slated end of the show, at our combined 
stand we had people 3 and 4 deep observing, 
discussing, sharing their own experiences in home 
casting and questioning us on various aspects of 
metal casting. We welcomed visits from old and 
existing and potential customers, employers and 
work associates.   
 
The fair featured live demonstrations, allowing 
visitors to witness firsthand the meticulous 
processes involved in creating handcrafted 
essential items.  
 
In addition to the artisan stalls, the fair offered a full 
program of staged presentations, providing deeper 
insights into the inspiration and dedication behind 
each craft.  
 
Overall, the 2025 Lost Trades Fair once again 
provided a comprehensive and immersive 
experience, celebrating the rich heritage of 
traditional trades and offering something for 
everyone. 
 
 
Richie’s Philosophical View on Life 
Life lessons on the grass. 
I play croquet. 
There are several different games, but each involves 
hitting a ball through an inverted U-shaped hoop. 
The width of the hoop is the diameter of the ball for 
competition play and 0.2mm greater for social 
games.  It is not unusual, therefore, that when 
attempting to “hoop”, the ball strikes one or other 
of the legs of the hoop and fails to go through. 
The Victorian croquet team were practising at our 
club the other weekend and part of their schedule 
involved a sports psychologist’s presentation, and 

our club members were invited to attend. Of 
course, I did. 
One of the psychologist’s recommendations was, I 
thought, a metaphor for life itself.  He said when you 
hit a leg, ask not “what did I do wrong?” but rather 
“what can I do to improve next time?”.  Perhaps we 
should ask both questions, but maybe the second 
first. 
 
 
Editor (David Sykes) recollections in reference to 
“grass”: 
An AFL Footballer was before the tribunal for 
disrespecting the umpire. 
With a long history of back chatting the Umpire he 
expected to be rubbed out for a few games, just 
before the grand final. 
 
His defense was that the Umpire misheard. 

“I said you can put the whistle on the grass!” 
 
 
AROUND THE TRAPS 
Farewell and Happy retirement to one of our 
industry fav’s Julian Carboni – Mulholland Foundry. 
Having been part of the Australian metal casting 
industry for over 45 years Julian has decided it’s 
time to hang up his trowel, Hi Vis and steel capped 
boots and spend  time with his beautiful wife Kathy, 
his kids and grandkids, to spend more time 
travelling and fishing.    
Enjoy your well deserved retirement  ! 
 
Stop Press 
 
Manufacturing Magazine 
https://www.industryupdate.com.au/article/everything-
australian-manufacturing-needs-know-about-2025-
federal-election 

 
With the 2025 Federal Election race now 
officially underway, Australian manufacturing is 
set for a wild ride of policy promises from every 
side of the aisle. 

 
Lamb, Roger Maxwell – AFI(Vic) Legend 
Publication: Geelong Advertiser 
Date Listed: 1/3/2025 
Location: Geelong 
Beloved husband of Kath for 75 years. 
Loving father and father-in-law of Chris and Linda, 
Vaughan and Angela, and Sharon and Phillip. 
Grandfather of Warwick, Jayne, Samuel, Alex and Fraser. 
Great-grandfather of eight. 
A wise, industrious, gentle soul who will be sadly missed. 
Roger has been privately cremated and celebrated as per 
his wishes. 
10/07/1928 - 10/02/2025 
 

https://www.industryupdate.com.au/article/everything-australian-manufacturing-needs-know-about-2025-federal-election
https://www.industryupdate.com.au/article/everything-australian-manufacturing-needs-know-about-2025-federal-election
https://www.industryupdate.com.au/article/everything-australian-manufacturing-needs-know-about-2025-federal-election
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Vale – Douglas Maxwell 
1 January.1940 – 6 February 2025 
A husband, father, grandfather, friend, foundryman, trainer, entrepreneur, larrikin and AFI Legend. 
 
“Cheers Knackers” 

Douglas Alexander Maxwell came into this world on January 1st 1940 during the launch of 
a Japanese attack on China as part of WW2, but also the final day of the Hogmanay 
festival, marking the first of many chaotic and extravagant entrances. 
 
Doug spent his childhood surrounded by family and friends, with his grandparents 
Alexander and Janet, living in the same street, and with other members of the clan living 
nearby. 
 
As a teenager, Doug attended Preston Tech, where he honed his mechanical and 
engineering skills, skills that served him well throughout his later career. During his high 

school years, he developed a love of baseball, where he played alongside Bill Lawry, and squash, another sport 
he excelled in.  In these years, he also became fairly handy dancer, often enjoying dances with the girls from 
Preston Girls School and at the Heidelberg Town Hall. 
 
After finishing tech in 1957, Doug joined JW Handley before moving to Oppy Heat Treatment, where he worked 
for 5 years learning the trade, and developing a strong work ethic and friendships.  It was here where he was first 
exposed to what would be his well used catch phrase “Knackers”. Upon hearing it from Max Oppy, Doug readily 
adopted it, and there probably isn’t one person who hasn’t been on the receiving end of the word. It has been a 
defining term throughout Doug’s life, which he used to charm and disarm. Whether it was the first time he met 
you or if he was asking for Stubby, you couldn’t help but smile when it was directed at you. 
 
In 1961, after his time at Oppy Heat Treatment, Doug joined the 
National Service, which strongly influenced his love for regiments, 
structures, and uniforms. After fulfilling his national service 
commitment, Doug stayed in the Army as a member of the Royal Army 
Engineers, where he completed the demolition course. In 1963, he 
was promoted to the rank of Warrant Officer Class 2, the youngest 
person to achieve this rank at the time. He continued in the Army 
Reserves until 1983, with the rank of Regimental Sergeant Manager, the highest rank for a non-commissioned 
officer. Whilst he was proud of his service, he never wished to go further in the Army, as this would mean he 
would need to be a commissioned officer, and as he often would say: 
“I would rather be the King of the Shits, than the Shit of the Kings”. 

 
In 1964, after Doug’s father Archibald had purchased Enterprise 
Foundry from Alexander, which became WH Steel, Doug officially 
joined the business. Three years later in 1967, after the purchase of 
another business, The Lincoln Foundry, and a change of ownership 
structure within WH Steel, a new entity was formed, Steele and Lincoln 
Foundry led by the father and son team of Archibald and Douglas. 

 
While his love affair with the foundry industry was being 
formed in these years, it was in 1966 when another love 
affair blossomed, when he first met his loving wife of nearly 
6 decades, Rosemary. 
 
After Doug took complete control of the Foundry in 1975, 

and with the family unit complete, he focused on growing his work empire. In 1987, 
he took a huge gamble when he purchased the ACI foundry from Sydney and commenced the move of Steele 
and Lincoln to its purpose-built facility in Dandenong. Over what seemed like an eternity, Doug was on-site as 
the building came together in 1988  
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Whether or not it was working very long hours and the associated stress to make this enormous undertaking a 
success, it was in 1988 when his first heart attack happened. Thankfully, or luckily, or both, Doug had arrived at 
his doctor’s office 30 minutes early, and in another stroke of incredible fortune, the first ambulance equipped 
with a defibrillator was driving by… This was Doug’s first brush with death, he would often joke about seeing the 
light and trying so hard to pull the nurse through that the big fella thought he was taking the two of them! 
 

In 2001 the business had 45 employees including 3 apprentices. The business was quite 
diversified with patternmaking, casting, heat treatment and laboratory services. At this time a 
major customer was ACI Glass , making moulds for the glass packaging . 
The company’s focus on quality and customer service followed through with a move into 
Austempered Ductile Iron (ADI), an advanced heat treatment of ductile iron castings.  
Doug was also a tireless supporter of industry associations and industry support programs: 
 
• Founding President of the Australian Foundry Industry (Vic) in 1998, and President to 
2003 

• Founding President of the South East Melbourne Manufacturers Alliance (SEMMA) 2002, and President 
for 3 years 

• Steering committee M:Tec manufacturing awareness program 2001 
• Chair of the Cast Metal Foundations of Australia  
• Deputy Chair National Cast Metal council 
• Active member of the Greater Dandenong Chamber of Commerce 
• Australian Industry Group Committee member 1995-2000 
• 2008 Victorian Manufacturing Hall of Fame – Honour Roll 

 

Doug’s love of every thing fishing did produce results, well at least for this photograph! 
 
 

             
 

Doug, you will always be missed, loved and will never be forgotten. 
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Introducing and thanks to Jeff who has kindly agreed to be our guest technical contributor. 
Jeff has worked in the foundry industry for 50 years and is now providing solutions to Australian and International clients. 

 

Hot-Tears in Castings  
 

J. F. Meredith Casting Solutions Pty Ltd 
https://www.castingsolutions.com.au/ 

 
 
Mechanism of Hot-Tear Formation: 
Hot-tearing is initiated at a temperature within the solidification range of the alloy, that is, at some time before the 
solidus temperature is reached. Further opening and extension of the tear can, however, occur at lower 
temperatures due to continuing linear contraction.  
Generally, two conditions are necessary for hot-tearing to occur: 
 

➢ 1/. There must be resistance to contraction, and 
➢ 2/. There must be variable temperature gradients within the casting section 

 
Prevention of Hot-Tears: 
There is usually no easy or single cure for consistent elimination of hot-tears, as many factors can contribute to 
their occurrence. Some of the most common precautionary measures are: 
 
Moulding Materials: 
Clay and sodium silicate bonded sand mixes generally offer lower resistance to contraction and hence greater 
resistance to tearing than resin bonded sand mixes. 
Binder levels and rammed densities should be kept to a minimum level conducive with maintaining acceptable 
surface finish.  
 
Metal Quality: 
In the case of steel, sulphur and phosphorous should be maintained at a minimum. Both should be less than 
0.02% and the Mn:S ratio at least 25:1. 
Deoxidise at a level which will avoid deleterious Type II grain boundary inclusions.  
 
Pouring Temperature: 
Pour at a minimum temperature consistent with avoiding cold metal defects and maintain high fill rates. 
 
Feeding Practice: 
Feeding practice can have a major influence on the occurrence of hot-tears. Adequate feeding of isolated hot-
spots can prevent the formation and often also “repair” tears which may initiate. 
 
Gating Practice: 
Employ multiple gates to even out temperature gradients and avoid locally overheated mould parts. 
Care should be taken to ensure the design of runners and gates is not “tying” the casting and restricting normal 
contraction.  
 
Chills: 
Chilling can be used to neutralize hot-spots such as isolated heavy sections, fillets and junctions that cannot be 
directly fed. 
Chromite or zircon sand can be effective in preventing tears in thin sections, particularly in fillets and junctions. 
 
Casting Design: 
Good casting design with uniform distribution of metal thickness can reduce the incidence of hot-tearing. Abrupt 
changes of section should be avoided, wherever possible section changes should be gradually blended. Internal 
corners should be adequately filleted.  
 
Casting Flash & Fin: 
Casting flash or fin can often initiate hot-tears due to the rapid solidification time and subsequent restraining 
effect of the flash or fin. Ensure pattern equipment is not contributing to hot-tears through poor fitting core-prints 
which cause flash and fin.  
 
 
 

https://www.castingsolutions.com.au/
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The Australian Foundry Industry’s 59th Annual National Conference is set to be an unmissable 
event and a must for your calendar. This year the conference is being presented by the New 
South Wales Division with this auspicious event taking place 16-18 October 2025, at the 
spectacularly positioned PARKROYAL Hotel right in the heart Sydney’s Darling Harbour 
entertainment precinct.  
 
The conference theme for 2025 is "Open Your Mind to New Technologies and Ideas”.  Keeping 
an open mind is essential in today’s rapidly evolving metal casting industry.  By embracing 
emerging technologies, innovative techniques, and fresh business strategies, companies can 
expand their capabilities, improve efficiencies, and learn how to unlock new market 
opportunities.  
 
Whether you’re looking to streamline production, explore sustainable practices, or integrate 
cutting-edge automation, this conference will provide valuable insights to propel your business 
into its next growth stage. 
 
This year we know all who attend will gain extensive knowledge on groundbreaking 
advancements and industry trends.  Whether you join for a single day or immerse yourself in the 
full three day and evening experience, you will leave inspired and equipped with practical 
takeaways that will have the potential to positively transform your business. 
 
Beyond the learning opportunities, it is events like this that provide a unique chance to 
reconnect with colleagues, friends, and past collaborators. 
 
It’s the perfect setting to revive past projects, exchange ideas, and explore new avenues for co-
operation. The Australian Foundry Industry thrives on strong relationships, and our conferences 
are the ideal place to strengthen connections and forge new partnerships. 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to gain industry-leading knowledge, reconnect with key friends 
associates and contacts, and set your business on a path to future success.  
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Australian Foundry Institute (Vic Branch) 2025 Program v5 

Month Date Location Topic Presenter 
AFI / ADCA 

Contact 

Feb Tues 11th  online 
AFI National Council 

meeting 
  

 Wed 19th  
CSIRO 
Lab22 

Additive Manufacturing 
site visit  Gary Savage 

 Fri 28th  Ballarat 
MA Technologists Picnic 

Presentation  
Adam 

Hassell 
 

Mar 8th – 10th  Bendigo Lost Trades Fair   Stuart McCorkelle 

 Wed 19th  
Village 
Green 
Hotel 

Fluxes and Coatings 
presentation 

 Graham Wilson 

Apr Wed 2nd  Ballarat 
Ballarat Gold Mine – site 

visit 
 Adam Hassell 

May 6th to 9th MCEC AMW 2025  AFI /ADCA  

 7th to 8th  
Marvel 

Stadium 
EUAA Conference  Alan Cooke 

 Tues 13th  online AFI National Council 
meeting 

  

 Wed 21st   
Village 
Green 
Hotel 

Insurance Pitfalls and 
Opportunities – 

presentation 
AMW2025 Review 

Laura Meyer 
/ Amber M 
and Alan C 

 

June 3rd to 4th  MCEC 
Tech and Trade Fit 

Careers Expo 
 Alan Cooke 

 Wed 18th  Geelong Hanwa – site visit  David Sykes 

Jul Wed 16th   
Village 
Green 
Hotel 

Robotics presentation Fred Sam Tyagi 

Aug Tues 13th  online 
AFI National Council 

meeting 
  

 Wed 20th   
Moss Industries 

site visit  Graham Wilson 

Sep Wed 17th  
Village 
Green 
Hotel 

Legend and Achiever 
Night   and AGM 

  

Oct tbc  
Sovereign 

Hill, 
Ballarat 

MA Technologists Picnic 
Presentation 

 Gary Bunn – MA 

Oct Wed 15th Sydney 
AFI National Council 

meeting 
  

Oct 
Thur 16th – 

Sat 18th   
AFI National 

Conference, Darling 
Harbour, NSW 

  

Nov Wed 19th 
Village 
Green 
Hotel 

Macroeconomics 
presentation 

 Alan Cooke 

Dec Wed 4th  2026 Planning meeting  Alan Cooke 

 


